THE FRANKFORT  DIET  OF  PRINCES

Prussia, simply faced about, with the remark that an un-
derstanding with Prussia was easier for Austria than for
the middle states.1

In this he was right for the moment, but, for a perma-
nence, only if Austria was prepared actually to treat Prus-
sia as holding equal right in Germany, and to reward Prus-
sia's support of Austria's European interests in Italy and
the East, by permitting the free exercise of Prussian influ-
ence, at least in North Germany. The beginning of the
dual policy gave her a splendid opportunity for action in the
joint battles on the Schlei, in the joint invasion of Jutland,
and the joint treaty of peace with Denmark. The Austro-
Prussian alliance maintained itself even under the weaken-
ing effect of the ill-temper of the other Federal states, in
sufficient preponderance to keep in check all the counter-
efforts of ill-temper on the part of the other Great Powers,
under whose protection Denmark had thrown down the
glove to united Germany.

Our closer connexion with Austria was first endangered
by the violent pressure of military influences on the King,
urging him to cross the frontier of Jutland even without
Austria. My old friend Field-Marshal Wrangel sent the
King telegrams, not in cipher, containing the coarsest in-
sults against me, in which remarks were made, referring to
me, about diplomatists fit for the gallows.* I succeeded,
however, at that time in inducing the King not to move a

1 Cf. Beust, loc. cit., 1.336.

* In consequence of this episode, we were personally estranged for
many years. We did not speak when we met at Court, until on one of the
many occasions when we were neighbours at table, the Field-Marshal said,
smiling in a shamefaced way : ' My son, can you not forget ?' ' How can
I possibly forget what I have gone through ?' I replied. After a long
pause he returned: ' Can you not even forgive ?' * With my whole heart/
I answered. We shook hands and were friends again as in the old days.
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